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Dear families and staff: 
 
As you know schools around Washington state, including several in Snohomish County have closed due to students with Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19).  The most recent and local closure is in Marysville School District.  To date, we have had no confirmed cases of Coronavirus in 
Lakewood.  My purpose in writing you is to make sure that I address some important questions relating to the spread of the virus. 
 
Will schools in Lakewood be closed? 
The Department of Health is recommending that schools be closed only for confirmed cases.  However, we will evaluate any reports of 
symptoms or exposure on a case-by-case basis, consult with the Snohomish County Health District, and make a decision that is in the best 
interests of students and staff.  You will be notified of any decision concerning school closure immediately and directly via Blackboard 
Connect.  For the time being, I recommend that you and your family make contingency plans for childcare or supervision in the event that a 
closure becomes necessary. 
 
How has the school district prepared for an outbreak? 
We are taking all reasonable precautions to ensure our schools are safe.  We are in regular communication with the Snohomish County 
Health District and Washington State Department of Health.  We have full-time nurses in our schools, available all day to support staff and 
students as we monitor conditions in schools and absence reports of students and staff.  They are conferencing daily to process the most 
up-to-date information concerning the virus and local developments.  We have established a district protocol for responding to reports of 
Coronavirus or confirmed cases. 
 
We have also prepared classrooms.  On Monday morning, all classrooms and workspaces were restocked with germicidal spray and paper 
towels. Our custodial staff will also clean daily with heightened attention to disinfecting fixtures, surfaces and objects readily accessible to 
students and staff.  We have hired additional staff to disinfect buses, common areas and equipment multiple times each week.   
 
What can be done to reduce the chance of getting sick? 
As I wrote on Friday, there are some ordinary but important steps that we all can take to minimize the likelihood of transmitting an illness: 
 
•    Washing our hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds  
•    Avoiding touching our eyes, nose, or mouth  
•    Staying at home away from others if we are sick  
•    Avoiding close contact with people who are sick 
•    Cleaning and disinfecting objects and surfaces, especially “high-touch” ones like doorknobs, counters, light switches, or remotes  
•    Covering mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, then throwing the tissue in the trash and washing your hands  
 
Where can we get the best information about the Novel Coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak? 
I encourage you to remain calm, prepared and informed as this outbreak unfolds. Please monitor reliable news and information sources.  If 
you would like more information about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) or get updates at the county or state levels, please feel free to visit the 
Snohomish County Health District website at https://www.snohd.org/484/Novel-Coronavirus-2019 or the Washington State Department of 
Health website at https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus.  
 
The DOH has also established a call center to address questions about COVID-19 from the public.  To access this information line, please call 
1-800-525-0127. 
 
I will continue to keep you informed of developments during the course of this public health emergency.  We are committed to ensuring 
the health and safety of our staff and students. 
 
Take care, 
Scott 
 
Scott M. Peacock 
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